
 
 

  

 

   
 

Personal Statement 
Your personal statement is an important component of your application. As you can 
imagine, we receive hundreds of applications – so here are some tips, to help you to 
make your statement vibrant and interesting.   
 

• Avoid using AI. We appreciate that it can help you to order your thoughts and 
improve written English – however, statements written using AI can all sound 
peculiarly similar. Your statement does not have to be perfect – it is better for 
it to be a good representation of who you are and to be in your ‘own voice’. 

• Tell us what makes you tick, where you get your creative energy from – what 
stimulates you and where to look for ideas. What do you read, what kind of 
culture inspires you?  

• It is important to us to learn about what you do to keep up to speed with 
fashion and cultural knowledge, and what kind if fashion industry you would 
like to be part of – how do you think you might make a difference. What is 
current and topical? 

• Try to avoid clichés such as; ‘passion for fashion’; ‘ever since I was a young 
person, I was into fashion’. 

 
 
Portfolio Guidelines 

Showing us who you are: 
We ask that you submit a digital presentation (portfolio) to show a small selection of 
your current / and or past creative work – this helps us to review your application 
and to get a sense of who you are. 

Help us see your potential: 
We understand that you may not yet have studied a creative subject – so look at the 
guidance below to help you consider what you could submit to help you evidence to 
us what interests you; your creative potential and intellectual acumen. 

Submitting your portfolio: 
Think carefully about how you name your file for submission. Remember, we receive 
hundreds of applications, so please make sure to include your name.  For example: 

SukiShah_VogueCollege_Portfolio 

 

Your portfolio is required to be submitted as one PDF document. We also accept web, 
blog, or video portfolios; if your portfolio is not in a standard PDF format, please 
include a document with a link to the relevant portfolio format as part of the 
application. 

What to include: 

One written piece (600-800 words) on a relevant fashion or media topic.  



 
 

  

 

   
 

You may submit an existing piece of writing on any subject, or a new piece 
written for your application. Here are some ideas from which to choose. 

o Write an article to discuss/critique a recent runway show. 
Indicate which media title would publish your article. Try to have a 
clear point-of-view that would stand out from any other publication or 
journalist’s take on the designer presentation. You can be very global in 
your choice – there are fashion shows that take place across the world, 
not just in the main fashion capitals. You could take any angle – 
thinking about the clothes presented, the modules represented or the 
staging of the show. 

o Write an article on a current issue that you think relates to 
fashion, beauty or the media. Again, if you choose this option, 
where would this be published – which magazine or media website. 
Make sure you give the article a good title. Think about your point-of-
view and the purpose of the piece. 

o Write a piece about someone current who is making an 
impact within the arts and wider creative industries. This 
could be a musician, artist, photographer, designer, model or media 
personality etc. Imagine that the piece will be published in Vogue and is 
aimed to showcase Vogue’s take on culture and the impact of the 
person you choose. Here’s an example here.  

 

 

 

3 pieces of creative work 

Please include your current creative work if you are studying an arts or media 
subject. This can be across a wide range of disciplines such as; illustration, drawing 
or painting; photography, videography, brand design, creative writing, fashion 
styling or textile work. 

 
Many of our successful applicants have studied subjects that include, psychology, 
science or business. If this scenario fits for you, then have a think about how you 
would like to be creative – you could produce a customer profile for a fashion brand, 
based on your knowledge of psychology or business. If you have a creative pursuit in 
your spare time, then show us what this is and how you might develop this if you 
came on our course. You could for example create a visual moodboard for a fashion 
shoot, explaining your creative vision.  

https://www.vogue.co.uk/article/suki-waterhouse-laufey-tour

